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E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDEV, SF, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: CHRIS BARNARD AND BBC DENY SWAPO BASES 
EXIST IN NAMIBIA 

REE: CAPE TOWN 937, CAPE TOWN 959, 

1. ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS REPORTS, PROEESSOR CHRIS 
BARNARD AND A BBC FILM TEAM UNDER J. HUMPHRIES VISITED 
NORTHERN NAMIBIA FOR 48 HOURS MAY 19-21 AS GUESTS OF THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN DEFENSE EORCE, AND CAME AWAY CONVINCED 
THAT SWAPO DOES NOT HAVE BASES INSIDE THE TERRITORY. 
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BARNARD WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT PER SANDEN, A SWEDISH 
JOURNALIST WHO SAID RECENTLY THAT HE HAD VISITED SUCH 
BASES (REFTELS), WAS "BLUFFED," AND "WAS PROBABLY 
AS MUCH AS 30 KM. INSIDE ANGOLA WHEN HE SAW THE SWAPO 
CAMPS." BARNARD REPORTEDLY SAID HE VISITED ALL THE 
AREAS SANDEN CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN TO AND SPOKE TO 
LOCAL RESIDENTS, BUT EOUND NO EVIDENCE OF ANY BASES. 
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BARNARD ALSO REPORTEDLY TALKED WITH SWAPO PRISONERS 
CAPUTURED DURING THE ANGOLA RAID AND SAID THEY WERE 
RECEIVING GOOD TREATMENT. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS 
REPORTS, THE BBC'S FILM WILL BE BROADCAST IN THE UK NEXT WEEK. 

2. COMMENT: THE SAG APPEARS ANXIOUS TO REEUTE SWAPO'S 
CLAIM TO HAVE PERMANENT BASES INSIDE THE TERRITORY. 

WE DO NOT KNOW THE BACKGROUND OE THE BBC DECISION TO 
MAKE THE FOLLOWUP TO SANDEN'S EILM, BUT SUSPECT IT WAS 
SAG INITIATIVE WITH BARNARD THROWN IN AS ADDED ATTRACTION. 

NELSON 
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